Qur Vision For Ca]varg Frcsbgtcrian Church

T hisis avision of how we believe (God will view Ca]varﬂ on Judgment Dag. T he vision must be
clear, cha”enging and visual in its content to each and every member. | his vision has not originatecl
from Calvary, her session or her Pastors but is how God wants us to be and is based on scriPture.
lt will not be accomphshecl bg means of our own effort or resources but with GOcl notl‘\ing is

imPossible. T his vision is our heart conviction of what Calvary will become.

T he first qucs’cion we must face as a church is whether Calvary exists as a community, regional ora
globa] church. Acts 1:8 solves this question forus which states: “But you will receive power when
the Holg Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
5amaria, and to the ends of the earth.” We clear19 have the responsibilitg to begin with our own
immediate community and then to gradua”}j move outward and reach the nations of the world.

T herefore, we are community, regiona] and g]obal in our commitment as a church.

Calvarg FPossesses A High View O{: God

We possess a cleeP aPPreciation of Gods sovereign majestrj. We are in amazement and wonder of
our Gocl who is far more glorious than we could ever imagine. We have a great Passion to know our
Gocl. Wc serve our God with boundless energy. Wc are Privilegec{ to know this GOd of heaven

and are desirous to Proclaim rﬂis name to everyone we meet. We are comforted with the realization

that our Gocl is our heaven]g Father who takes Pleasure in us and cares for us.
Jeremiah 9:23-24

Qpes’cions:

i. Do you enjog Persona], intimate communion with (God, your heavcnlg father, on a clai19

basis?

2. |s God more Precious and desirable to you than anything else in life including your material
wealth, 3ourjob, 3our1cami|3, your reputation, the entertainments you enjog, even your own

com]cortJ sa{:etg and fulfillment?

3. Are you dailg being confronted with your sin and your need for a savior?



4. \Will you clisplag your love and reverence for (God in your commitment to the church?
5. How do You express your reverence for (God?

6. Does your interaction with (God culminate in continual Praise of God?

Calvarg Lives By Grace

Ca|var3 is filled with_jog. We are cntirelg assured of the [Father's love cnab]ing ourselves to rest
comPletely in [imin all circumstances. | his means that we are iclentiﬂjing areas where we are
relying on self instead of (God and seel(ing to confess our Pric!e when it rears its ugliness. We
possess a unique freedom to confess our sin and to continue in our acceptance towards one
another due to our confidence in Christ’s sacrifice as payment for oursin and [is Pemcect life of
obedience that is transferred to our account. Our relationshiPs are characterized as alwags
comPlimenting, cleliglﬁting in and encouraging one another. We take time to Paticntlg listen to one
another and be genuinelg interested. We enterinto ]oving conflict when offended and alwags have
aheart to Forgive. All of thisis Possible as we continua”3 rest in the finished work accomPIished ]33

our Havior, Jesus (hrist.
Titus 347, Galatians 3. 1-5
Questions:

1. Are you resting in Jesus (Christ as your righteousness ordo you feel the need to maintain
your own righteousness }33 blaming others, de]cending}joursehc, making excuses, living in

denial or tlﬁrough gossip with others?
2. Do you possess continualjog as a belovec{, acloPtecl child of Gocl?

3. Are you genera”9 accePting towards others as Gocl is towards you or do you Place

demancls and exPectations on otl‘xers?

4. thn you go to Gocl after consciouslg committing some sin, do you resolve to do better
ordo you rest exclusive]g on Jesus (Christ and [His ghct of Forgiveness?

5. Are you secure in (Christ to the Point where you find the freedom in being open and

’cransparent n comcessing your sin with others?



6. Do you live as an orPhan with the rcsPonsibi]itics of life Placecl on your own shoulders or

do you live as a son/daughter who entrusts cverything into the fathers care?

Ca!varg |s Filled With Families Who Are Devoted To One Another |n ] ove And ] ook To
Christ ]n AH Matters

We are greatlﬂ concerned to nurture hea]tlﬂy marriages, Parenbchi]c’ re]ationships and sib]ing
bonds. Marriages at Calvarg foster communication, unbreakable bonds of commitment and
intimacy. [Fathers and mothers are concerned to teach their children about (od, pray with and for
thcm, be a goc”g example to them and Faith?u”g discipline them when thcg are errant. Fathcrs lead
their familics in modeling openness and transparency. Men tenderly love their wives and children
by serving as the spiritual leaders of their homes. Further, Calvary serves as a family to those who
are single, widowed or without such ties. T hey will have all the privileges afforded them as any

member who has a Family of their own.
(Genesis 17:7; Ephcsians 5:22-64; Acts 2:38-39
Questions:

i. Would your spouse characterize your marriage as hea]thg, Ioving, growing in a Positive
direction and reﬂecting Christ’s marriage with [is bride, the church?
Avre your children leaming to live depenéant lives upon (God througl—z your example?

2. Do you c{elight to spenc‘i time with your spouse and your children?
3. |s the husband father the sPirituaI servant/leader of the home?
4. Wou]d you characterize your home as a “ittle church”?

5. Do you model openness and transParencg in gour?ami]g?

Calvary Is A Communitg Consisting Of A Wide Varicty Of Fcoplc

| ike the community and region surrouncling Ca]vary, we will reflect the clivcrsitg, which will one clag
mark Gocl’s Pcop]c as we stand before the throne of the Lamb. \Nc worship and serve side }39
side with those who maybe different from ourselves. T he mixture of Pcoplcs could include those

from varying races, economic backgrouncls, re]igions and other differences. Our unity will be a



testimony to the world of the power of Christ’s blood to dcstr09 the barriers that common]y divide

us.
Genesis 12:3; Galatians :28; [ phesians 2:11-16; Revelations 5:9-10
Questions:

i. Have you separated yourself away from People who are different from you?

2. Are you wi”ing to steP out oFgour area of comfort in order to share your life with PCOPIC
who look digcrentb, live clhq:erentlg and act clig:erent]g than you do?

3. |s the unity we share in (Christ more comPeHing to you than the outward similarities that

often attract us to others?

Calvarg |ls A Church That E xists For Others

Calvarg desires to have the same mind that is also in (Christ Jesus, who considered the interests
of others more imPor’cant than his own. [ e became a selfless, sacrificial servant so that through his
death many might come to have life. Calvarg shall exist for others with this attitude. Calvarg seeks

to minister to others in Primari]y two ways:

Calvarg [ xists For Others Througlw The Ministrg of Giod's Word. The ministry of God’s
Word includes fulfilling the Great Commission in which Christ commands us to go and make
disciples of all nations and to teach them all that (Christ commanded. T he Word of (God is
egective, so that when Gocl wills it, PeoPle are made new creatures in Christ. Calvarg seeks to
further the message of salvation through the planting of churches in our own region and abroad.
We also see Calvary having a significant role in foreign missions by supporting missionaries,
sending out missionaries from our own church and fulfilling short-term mission trips. [urther, it is
through our relationships that every member of (alvary has an opportunity to share this message

of truth and salvation.

Calvarg [C xists For chcrs Throug]w the Ministrg of Mcrcg, Our ministry of mercy includes
ministering to those in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress. | his
is done Primari19 througlﬁ our material resources and our deeds that helP to relieve People’s

sugering and move them on toward a healthier life in service to (God.

Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 1045; | uke 10:25-37;



John 13:14-15; Fhi"ipians 2:3-4
Qpes’cions:
i. T'jave you been intentional in seeking to establish relationships with unbelievers?
2. Do you have a concern to helP those who are in need, sick, friendless and in distress?

3. Do you have concern for those who are sp’ritua”g lost and without a saviorin our

immediate vicinit9 and throughout the world?
4. Does your life reveal that you are a giver or a taker?

5. Are you saddened for the PeoPle who have no Savior on Foreign soil? What are you éoing
to encourage the sPread of the Gospe] to the nations of the world?

Calvarg Fosscsscs A Futurc Hopc

We are a People who realize that our material comforts, our c{ailg circumstances, our earthbound
lives are seconclarg to what awaits us in eternity. Ca!var3 is cxpen&ing great amounts of energy in
the work (God has given us as we view each dag as a Precious ghct while eternity awaits our arrival in
avery brief Pcriocl of time. We are cxpericncing peace and calmness in the midst of Paimcu] trials
because we are aware of the glories that await us. [~ ven while Facing death, we have a deep abi&ing

Jog and assurance as we continua”g live on the edge of etemitg.

Acts 7:54-60; Colossians 3:1-4; ebrews 11:1;
chrcws 11:8~10; chrcws 12:1~2

Questions:
i. How far are we making manifest our crucifixion to the world?
2. Does our dai]g walk show that we are “Partai(ers of the heaven]y ca”ing”?
3. Havc we ceased ]ooj(ing on this world as our home?

4. When we pray, “Lorcl make me more like Your Son,” do we mean “striP me of all my worldly
comforts that hinder me”?



Calvarg is a Community of bclicvcrs Dedicated to One Anotherin | ove

Calvarg shares a common life with all bclievers, which is the direct result of our union with Jesus
Christ. Jtis our union with (Christ that sets us apart from other organizations and gatherings
because in Christ we belong to one another. |n other words, our]ce”owship is much more than
(Christian social activity. Rather, it involves a relationslﬂip in which we share with one anotheron a
close Persona] and spiritua] level. We are moving begond the surface toPics in our conversations to
the issues of the heart and soul. T he goal for Calvary is to grow in love and to mature in (Christ
likeness. ] his occurs in our one-on-one relationships and in our small groups as we share biblical
trutlﬁ, foster openness, encourage mutual accountabilit3 and pray with one another. We also
desire to avoid gossiP and criticism of one another, while committing ourselves to honor and build
each other up through words of encouragement. We further desire to share our Possessions with
one another when there is need. We own nothing but are stewards of all that Goc‘l has entrusted
to our care. We are devoted to this kind of communitg life even as the believers were devoted to

one anotl'\er{:ollowing (Christ’s ascension.

Malachi 3:14-16; Acts 2:42-47; Romans 12:5;

| Corinthians 1:9; }] Corinthians 8:13-14;
E_Pl'acsians 5:2 1 Colossians %.16; Febrews 3:13;
Hebrews 10:24-25; James 5:16;| John 1:3

Questions:
1. Are you involved in a small group at Ca]varg?

2. Are you seeking to counter the individualism of our clay }39 Ioving and gathering with fellow

believers on a regular basis?

3. Does the sl‘xaring in your small group include the struggles and failures we all encounter on

a dai]y basis?

4. Do you feel the freedom to share your material resources with fellow believers who are in

need?

5. Do you have one or two individuals that you meet with regular]g to oPcn|3 confess sin,

share Biblical truth and support through prayer?

6. Do you rcgularly engage in conversation that moves bcgonc{ the surface toPics to more

Personal and sPirituaI issues of the heart?

chstions based on A.W. Finks commentary of Hebrews, Pp- 723724






